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terrorists killed in the thirty years of their history. That terrorists
have had ?o much popular sympathy h duo to the methods of ruthlers
repression that the government have never hesitated to drplcy.
When meetings were broken up, agrarian disturbances cruelly put
down, and school children arrested and whipped for singing national
songs, when the iron entered every Fcnsitlve soul and evoked the
agonies of subjection, terrorism became an inevitable growth as the
definition of patriotic desperation. Most terrorists have realised, of
course, that they were pursuing an outmoded ideology that could not
bring freedom to the country, but no Indian will ever pour obloquy
on their name. They gave us back the pride of our manhood ; they
were the salt of the Indian earth.
Detractors of Indian nationalism have made much of the fact
that Muslims largely held aloof from the Swadeshi movement and all
concomitant activities. There can be no denying that ideologically,
the movement was Hindu, often effusively so. If it was hoped that
Muslims could be drawn in by celebrations like the Shivaji festival
or demonstrative ablution in the Ganges, or the worship of Ganesh
and Bhawani, the cermony of Virashlaini and taking terrorist vows
before Kali's image, then, surely, it was a vain hope. In most people's
minds, there was not any conscious antagonism towards the*Muslim;
as a matter of fact, a small minority of advanced Muslims joined the
movement and a larger number, while aloof, felt admiration for all
that was happening in those days. But the very intensity of Hindusim
involved gave the movement a certain communal colouring. And
clever imperialist strategy sought to turn the anti-Partition agitation
into an inter-communal contest by dangling before Muslims in Eastern
Bengal the bait of professional advancement. It succeeded for a
time, and in Mymensingh, particularly, there were fierce communal
collisions. In 1910, Valentine Chirol wrote exultantly in his "Indian
Unrest"; " It may be confidently asserted that never before have the
Muhammadans of India as a whole identified their interests and their
aspirations so closely as at the present day with the consolidation
and permanence of British rule.15 Here, indeed, is a characteristic
gem of imperialist prescience. Hardly two years elapsed after 1910,
when Muslim resurgence began. It was not for love of the alien
that the Indian Musalman had, generally, stayed out of the Swadeshi
movement.
National movements, properly so-called do not emerge full-
blown till there has emerged also a fairly powerful middle class,
conscious of the peril to its interests involved in the status of subjection.
The Muslim middle class, compared to the Hindu, suffered from a
significant time-lag. Till the 1870's, Muslims resented and struggled